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Part I - History
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While the largest migration of Greeks to the United States took place between 1889 and 1921, others  
had preceded them to the Americas, some arriving as early as the 15th and 16th centuries. After 1815,  
both the sending and receiving countries contributed to the magnitude of migratory flow.  
Many historic factors delayed mass immigration of Greeks to the United States, while other events  
forced the ultimate exodus from Greece as the twentieth century approached.
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The elusive search for the first Greek immigrant to settle in Cleveland produced some interesting  
results that expand on earlier editions of this book. Meanwhile, a historical trek to a “kaffenion”  
(coffee house) paints a vivid picture of immigrant life as it existed as the birth of the twentieth century  
approached. The kaffenion was a place where Greek men could relax in a strange land, but it also  
acted as a support network. During the height of its popularity, which coincided with the peak  
immigration years, a coffee house could be found within every other doorway along Cleveland’s  
Bolivar Road.
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Even without a church in which to conduct religious services, Greek immigrants were able to practice  
their faith and participate in sacraments held in homes, coffee houses, and even in open spaces. When  
formal communities were finally established and churches built, their growth was exceptional, even  
without a formal national church hierarchy in place.
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The years of the “Great Depression” devastated the Greek American Community; the loss of the  
Annunciation Church property was barely avoided as benefactors stepped in and kept hopes flickering.  
As the decade stumbled along, a second church appeared in the Greek American Community of Cleveland.  
By decade’s end, the picture had improved dramatically.
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In 1943, the Greek War Relief Association published a book of editorials, cartoons, articles, and letters  
that described the heroism of the Greeks in WWII. To paraphrase: “The Italian invasion of Greece had  
almost universally been predicted to be another success for the Axis powers. But Greece opened the  
eyes of the world when the invading Italian Army was forced back into Albania. It was the first sign that  
Mussolini and Hitler could be beaten. The valor and success of the overwhelmed Greek forces inspired  
the world, and eradicated the last vestiges of discrimination against Greek immigrants in America.
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The wartime economic boom helped the businesses of Greek entrepreneurs to flourish, and they were  
generous with their giving. Donations flowed into the Greek War Relief treasure chest, as well as into  
the Community’s building fund for expansion—as a single, integrated entity.

Chapter 7	 The American-Hellenic Community of Greater Cleveland (1954-1967) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 93
During its life span, The American-Hellenic Community of Greater Cleveland owned and operated  
many properties that included The Annunciation Metropolis, St. Spyridon Church, Sts. Constantine and  
Helen Church, St. Demetrios Church, and parish homes, as well as St. Elias Cemetery and several  
undeveloped lots.



Chapter 8	 Greek American Communities of Cleveland Today  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 107
Once each church community was granted its own charter and began to operate as an independent 
parish, growth throughout the Greek American Community of Cleveland spurted. 

Chapter 9	 Greek Schools and Immigrant Values  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 183
Many Greek immigrants believed that assimilation was not desirable and would “de-Hellenize” the  
youth. The desire to preserve the Greek culture, however, was stronger and led to  the establishment of  
Greek Schools. But assimilation was inevitable.

Chapter 10	 Choirs, Chantors, and Acolytes: Elements of the Orthodox Liturgy .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 199
Psaltes (chantors) and acolytes have always been a part of the Greek Orthodox Liturgy, and were 
incorporated in the services conducted in the early immigrant community. Choirs entered the scene 
much later.

Chapter 11	 Sunday Schools and Religious Education. . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 213
	 The Greek Orthodox catechism was originally taught in the Greek Schools; no formal curriculum 

was established for Sunday Schools until the 1950s.
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From the beginning of the immigrant influx into Cleveland, women’s groups exerted a big impact on  
events. Their contributions, some not too subtle, began immediately upon their arrival, in comparatively  
large numbers, during the second decade of the 20th century.

Chapter 13	 Succeeding Generations and Cultural Preservation . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 227
Youth activities in the Greek American community of Cleveland began in the mid-1920s with athletic  
teams set up by fraternal and social organizations. Other than some social programs related to the  
Greek Schools, the church community offered few activities for the youth until after the end of  
World War II.
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Many groups and individuals, from Cleveland’s Greek Orthodox Communities, join others throughout  
the country to perform missionary work throughout the world.

Chapter 15	 Greek Americans in Business, Professions, and Politics .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 247
Greeks have always exhibited a propensity for self-employment, as well as a great respect for higher 
education.” This characteristic continues to this day.

Chapter 16	 Arts and Entertainment: Greek Bands, Theatre Groups, and the Performing Artists  .  .  .  .  . 265
Music, theatre, and other forms of entertainment have always been an integral part of the Greek 
immigrant culture, both within the home and within the community as a whole. The second and third 
generations continue the muse.

Chapter 17	 Newspapers, Radio, and Other Communication Media .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 277
Ethnic newspapers, magazines, and radio programs proliferate throughout the U.S. They help  
perpetuate the culture of each group. Greek-oriented media track the progress of Greek Americans in  
the U.S. as well as current events in Greece.

Chapter 18	 Regional Societies, Clubs, and Fraternal Organizations . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 287 
Regional and village societies within Greek American communities were a phenomenon that began 
early and continues to this day. Through these clubs, members retained their local, inbred cultures. 
Other clubs helped to assimilate. Today, there are more than 1,500 Greek cultural, scientific, busi-
ness, and community organizations.
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